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Wanted: Child care providers

Clallam County Prevention Works
child care task force

inding quality, affordable child care has Interested in offering child care?

Falways been a challenge for families in our

remote area. COVID has brought this issue to
the forefront and has made finding child care an even
more difficult process. This rewarding job is in demand
on the Olympic Peninsula. In fact, the need far out-
weighs the availability of licensed, quality care.

In April 2021, the Clallam County Economic
Development Council showed a 25% vacancy rate for
children due to staff shortages. In a recent survey of
our county’s workforce employees, the EDC reported
approximately 370 preschool-age children needing
child care. This reinforces the Washington Depart-
ment of Commerce definition of a child care desert for
our region.

Prevention Works, a 24-year-old nonprofit agency,
promotes positive childhoods for all children in Clal-

The following requirements apply for all child
care providers:

* TB test

« First aid and CPR

+ Background check

+ Food handler card

+ Bloodborne pathogen training

* MMR vaccination

Resources to help on the way:
* Current job listings: PW4kids.org
» Workshop and financial assistance for
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those interested in becoming licensed, and
offers mentorship and support. For information
contact imaginewa.org or Nikki Tomason at
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